Disgrace 
Legislative Services staff continue to monitor and address the situation with the OSPCA.  It should be understood that the OSPCA has not, as of yet, provided a formal report to the Town on the details of this outbreak or on their containment strategy.  

 

The following is an update on the actions taken today by Markham staff:

1. The attached letter was prepared and sent from the Mayor to the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (Carol Mitchell), along with a copy of Council's resolution on the matter; copies of the letter and resolution were also sent to the Premier, the OSPCA, and the Mayor's of Richmond Hill and Aurora;


2. Corporate Communications and Community Relations posted the Council Resolution and a message on the Town's web site;

 

3.  Staff reaffirmed Markham's position vis a vis the handling of the outbreak during a telephone call to the OSPCA and again offered assistance to the OSPCA in terms of pursuing alternative solutions; and,

 

4.  Staff contacted Toronto Animal Services and are hoping to finalize a Diversion Plan tomorrow that may involve taking Markham animals to Toronto while the Newmarket Shelter is in quarantine.

According to media reports, 50 animals have been euthanized at the Newmarket facility as a result of this outbreak to-date (again, we have not received official confirmation of this).  Legislative Services staff continue to liaise with staff from Richmond Hill and Aurora.  We have also requested a meeting with the OSPCA tomorrow.  

 

It is important to note that the OSPCA Officers assigned to Markham continue to perform their day-to-day duties in the same dedicated manner as they did prior to this incident. 

